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NOTES AND NEWS 

The Catholic University Bulletin for October, 1906, contains a sug- 
gestive and well-written article by Mr. Lester B. Donahue on ' The Ethics 
of Gambling.' He points out that conjoint skill and chance, with risk of 
profit and loss, is an important factor of social life, affecting the farmer 
and manufacturer as well as the gambler. The difference is found to lie 
in the fact that the risk of money and property in the case of business is 
conjoined with a skill which attempts to eliminate or control the element 
of uncertainty and to ' evolve from the page of chance ' an increment of 
objective or social gain, while no factor of social profit emerges from the 
skill and money which the gambler puts against chance. The gambler is 
in, but not of, the social group. The civil law is in virtual accord with 
this criterion, since it sanctions certain ' wagering contracts,' such as 
insurance and speculation in futures, but presumably upon the theory 
that such wagers react in effect to lessen the total social ills incident upon 
the operation of chance. The writer gives an interesting summary of the 
moral law (of the Roman Catholic Church) as to gambling, from which 
it appears that it is not absolutely condemned, but must conform to five 
stated conditions which are admirable in their common sense. Mr. Dona- 
hue promises a further article on the earlier history of the growth of 
condemnation of gambling, pages which should add an interesting chapter 
to the history of morals. 

The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences will publish early in the 
present year the first three volumes of Swedenborg's scientific works, 
edited from the original manuscripts in the library of the Royal Academy 
in Stockholm, by a committee of the Royal Academy, assisted by Alfred 
H. Stroh, of the Swedenborg Scientific Association of America. The first 
three volumes will be : Vol. I. ' Geology ' — Introduction by A. G. Nath- 
orst; Vol. II. 'Chemistry, Physics, Mechanics' — Introduction by Svante 
Arrhenius ; Vol. III. ' Cosmology ' — Introduction by Svante Arrhenius. 
These volumes will be followed by others on anatomy, with introductions 
by Gustav Retzius. The volumes are in Latin, with the introduction in 
English. They are the result of the most notable efforts to put in the 
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hands of the scientific world the earlier writings of Swedenborg. A new 
and revised edition of his ' Principia Rerum Naturalium ' in English, 
long out of print, is now going through the press in England, under the 
auspices of the Swedenborg Society of London. 

We learn from Nature that La Iiivista di Scienza is the title of a new 
Italian journal shortly to appear, which will deal with general scientific 
questions and with the interrelation of different regions of research. To- 
gether with the Italian edition there will appear an international edition 
devoted to articles in any one of four languages. The managing com- 
mittee consists of Professor Giuseppe Bruni (Parma), Antonio Dionisi 
(Modena), Pederieo Enriques (Bologna), Andrea Giavdina (Pavia), and 
Ingegnere Eugenio Rignano (Milan). The editorial secretary is Dr. 
Giuseppe Jona, Milan, Via Aurelio Saffi 16. 

We have received the first number of Ccenobium, published at Lugano. 
It is a magazine of one hundred and sixty-four pages and contains eigh- 
teen articles, reviews of books, and a posta aperta, where questions are 
answered. The articles, which are in French and Italian, with Italian 
predominating, are short and are most of them in the direction of the 
philosophy of religion, treated in a somewhat popular manner. 

We have, also, the first number of La Cultura Filosofica, published at 
Florence, Via Manzoni 1, under the direction of Signore F. de Sarlo. 
The three articles contained in it are entitled, ' Scientific Knowledge ac- 
cording to Mach,' ' The Idea of Evolution in Chemistry ' and ' Concerning 
a Science of Education.' The Cultura undertakes to report what is most 
significant in contemporary philosophy, particularly in its relation to sci- 
entific progress. 

Professor David Irons, professor of philosophy at Bryn Mawr College, 
died suddenly on January 24. lie was born in Scotland in 1870, and 
received the M.A. at St. Andrews in 1901 and the doctorate of philosophy 
from Cornell University in 1894. After holding various positions in 
Cornell University, he was elected professor of philosophy in Bryn Mawr 
College. He wrote on psychology and ethics. 

Professor G. II. Palmer, of Harvard University, has been giving a 
series of lectures at the University of Kansas on ' Theories of Conscience.' 
Professor Charles S. Minot will give two lectures, also, at the University 
of Kansas, on February 14 and 15, on ' The Biological Interpretation of 
Life and Biology and Education.' 

The January number of the Monist contains a brief and readable 
article by Hugo de Vries, in which the author summarizes the evidence 
and his own conclusions concerning mutation in evolution. The article 
should interest many who have been deterred from reading de Vries's 
large and technical book. 

The professors of the National Museum of Natural History in Paris 
have inaugurated a movement for the erection of a statue of Lamarck 
in the Jardin des Plantes. The minister of public instruction has given 
his approval to the undertaking. 



